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workingwoman, who gives the book the name of Mother,

At the beginning of the novel Nilovna in, no way differs
from hundreds of other working-class mothers who work
beyond their strength in factories and mills only to be
further tortured by drunken brawls and beatings at home.
But when her son Pavel breaks with the accepted way of
life In their working-class settlement and becomes a rev-
olutionary, she takes her stand for him and advances
with him side by side. Nilovna's path in the novel Is the
path of the rank-and-file worker who comes to the revo-
lution. The reader sees the world of Nilovna with her eyes
and appraises events with her criteria. Pavel's comrades
also called her Mother. It is through her, through their
attitude to the Mother, that these revolutionaries sensed
their true brotherhood. Through her they became keenly
conscious of the brotherhood of all men. Andrei Nakhod-
ka, Pavel's closest friend, says; "We are all children of
one mother, all fired with Invincible faith In the brother-
hood of the workingmen of the whole world," Peasant
Rybin understands this well, too: "It's a great thing to
make people feel their oneness. When you know that mil-
lions want the same thing you do, It makes your heart feel
kinder."

Once we accept the Idea that art is a means of uniting
people, we cannot help appreciating the significance of
Gorky's work as a whole and of his Mother in particu-
lar. As we have already said, Mother Is a book about the
working class, about the role of the working class in Im-
proving human relations. That means It is a book not for
the working class alone, but for all people throughout the
world,
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